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Enticing
expressions

of approval

Artist Lorraine Lax unveils

new mix of emotions

By THepzsa EVERLINE
rtist Iorraine [ax seans intent
1 g to tie thirge together .
Take, firexanple, ha sl of
mixed-media warks that will k=
m digplay at Dexta s W inta Park
begliming May . "I'm Tying to corbine
painting, dawing, peiry and fomnd
dojacts ¥ ge explains while sittng in
her Meitland studio contemplating the
not-quite-finished

Ecla Park. For har wark, Desion is
dways integratad with fine art” e
says, again almirg to pull together sep-
arate realms.

Lax, who studied with painter Devid
Sglle at an Atlantic Gantar for the Atz
residancy, trass the Fleass Love My AXC
saries to an experiance she had when
showing her work in Paris and the soath
& Fraye in 199, It was not a good
apaerionoe, ey e lest, involving
at dealars of questionable deractsr, a
suddan, grave illness in the famlly, ad
Lax eneakdrg her own wookat & a
mllary, Atawards, de was "broken-
hear ted”; she adnits to thinking at te
time, "Mayie I shouldn't peint. Maybe
this iz amess ¢

What dw did was rareat inbo e art-
wark, painting in sdlitude . "This show
picks up from where my Pards ip left
E £ dhe eopladns . "L reflects imaces 1
took in that clty and pain fron 2 time
that was to xing =0 much joy?

Lax notes that she has e takdrg
thotogrape for 30 vears; wha ge lived
in New Yok fx example, dewas drawn

Lo thotographing man-

padntings .
The show , Plesse

WHAT: Plessse Tewe My Art |

nequins and gref it a
combinatim that seems

Love My Art, which printings by Laraine Lac like a cantsrpert to e
takes its title from ae soulphre axl sayvincgs of
o the pleces, 1Bs WHERE: Dexfers the Flease Love My ATt

image o sculphres cf Wirter Park saies. "Imave avast od -

from the Lonre and

WHEN: May 631

lection of images” she

Rodins Gardan and
incarporates than into
paintirgs that dgict a
kdryd of emotloal ter-
rain. The heads from the classical salp-
fres are the star ting points for ssaE
waros a agels, wueing sarthy dive,
caal ad slateiblue towes . The paint
dripe to the botton of the cawes, add
the drawing is deliboratdy
uneven and upolished, so
that the time-warn expressims
1 the soulphres conbrast
with the immediacy and eager
ginplicity of the waorkae a
whole . Lax then attadhes an
drject - wmElly a dd plece of
Fwdry - axd wites sayings
m the carvas in a ddldlike
gorict, gress ke "Humdlity
gaves my sall, " "I am a war-
ricr” and “Without fesr rid-
Ing mry winge ”

“These are pereaal state-
ments, b I want them to b
mnivearssl " s\ys Lax.

The creafive direchor of
d'lax, agraphic-design and
publicralatios firm for
comercial real estate and
architects, the S0-ish Lax
has worked for ad agen-
cies, £ilm production com-
panies and commercial
photographers. wWith
shor t, dxrk, wavy hair and
heavy-framed romd glass-
&6, lay comes actoss as
bath self-of facing and sawnny in the way
that tte ttle Please Love My Artw aild
suprest. (For example, she demurs at
glving her age, explaining in an e-mail,
e 1s never In a woman's favar & an
artist, o in avy way, ullsss gers
young '} she directed the team that ae-
ated a saries of streamlined, black-and-
white images for the B Im, developar
il Rampy s batiqua hotal a Iake
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explains . "Twalt to use
that atwark, which has
been in the cleeet., I ford
a way to brirg that af o
the olosst, © ghe says with a smile.

W ith the sgnest grasss that ae
writtan m the paintings, g e dlao oy -
ig to rirg ait oore anctimal realities.
Mhan Iax talks about the meanings of

tle pieca of Iar g Flease teowve My Art series

the pleces, de rafars to the
strgles waal experiance, big ad
amall: fesling ashamed, wanting success,
fiohiing fesr . Lax gets stragrth from the
exprression of these idess but sghe also
finds pow e ad delight in te act &£
painting.

"Evay day I'm ot doirg it v Se savsE
o har artwark, ™e takirg sane jov ot of
mylifasr



