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All Saints Soirée 2007 – 
Join Us to Celebrate the Free Spirits

of New Orleans

You are in vited to join us for a gala event
to ben e fit the pres er va tion pro grams of
SOC. The 21st All Saints Soirée, to be held
Sat ur day, Oc to ber 20, 2007, is planned to
be a glo ri ous eve ning com plete with fab u -
lous cui sine, en ter tain ment and a si lent auc -
tion.  Save Our Cem e ter ies thanks Mr. and
Mrs. Dan iel O. Conwill IV for gra ciously
open ing their beau ti ful Au du bon Bou le vard
home for the Soirée. 

Fine cu li nary de lights from Emeril’s Del -
moni co Res tau rant and Bar and en ter tain -
ment by The Last Straws will de light Pa trons
from 7 to 8 o’clock. Acme Oys ter House, Au -
rora Ca ter ing, Creole Cream ery, Galatoire’s,
One Res tau rant and Lounge, Pascal’s Manale 
and Sem o lina’s Bis tro Italia will pro vide

de li cious del i ca cies for the Soirée (8 to 11
o’clock).  In ter na tional Latin mu si cal sen sa -
tion, Freddy Omar Con Su Banda, will keep
ev ery one on the dance floor.  

This event is the larg est ben e fit event for
Save Our Cem e ter ies, and we ask you to join
us for this won der ful eve ning. Pa tron Party
tick ets are $100 per per son (in clu sive of the
Pa tron Party and Soirée). Soirée tick ets are
$60 per per son for non-mem bers and $50
per per son for cur rent SOC mem bers.  Pur -
chase your tick ets to day by call ing the SOC
of fice at 504-525-3377 or vis it ing the SOC
website www.saveourcemeteries.org. Thank 
you for your sup port! We look for ward to
see ing you on Sat ur day, Oc to ber 20. 

SOC Pres i dent Allain Hardin and wife Pau line, Soi ree Co-chair Kristen Smith with Dann
Cahoon, and Soi ree Co-chair Ann Heslin with Hon or ary Chair Sid ney D. Torres IV in St. Louis

Cem e tery No. I. © 2007 Rob ert S. Brantley. 

http://www.saveourcemeteries.org


SOCGram Page 2

Welcome New Members
(from New Or leans un less

oth er wise noted)

Ms. Kathryn E. Baxter
Ms. Mary Blount - Kenner, LA

Ms. Claire Burkley
Mr. Bryan Camp

Ms. Diane Celento/Rochester
Travel Group - Rochester, NY

Ms. Lisa Crossman
Ms. Bobette B. Dudley - 

Metairie, LA
Mr. Robert Evans - Metairie, LA

Ms. Heidi Fabian
Ms. Coni Gracianette -

 Kenner, LA
Ms. Denise Malo - Metairie, LA

Ms. Connie Landry - 
Metairie, LA

Ms. Joanna M. Lightell -
 Metairie, LA

Mr. & Mrs. Steven Lindsley
Ms. Holly McLachlan - 

Mandeville, LA
Ms. Kelly Maier - 

The Woodlands, TX
Ms. Sally Martinez - 

Metairie, LA
Ms. Beth Anne Merida

Ms. Peggy Messina
Ms. Arlene Montgomery
Mr. Danny G. Moody -

Fuquay-Varina, NC
Mr. & Mrs. John Parham

Ms. Louise Pemberton
Ms. Adrianne Petrosini 

Ms. Phyllis M. Schleismann -
Metairie, LA

Ms. Susan Sperry - Metairie, LA
Ms. Lisa Stejr - Kenner, LA

Ms. Lauren Thomas
Ms. Poppy Tooker

Ms. Marcella Ursin - 
Metairie, LA

Ms. Marta Vincent
Ms. Terry Wiss - Kenner, LA

SOC Mourning Lecture

In the early days of the 18th and
19th cen tury, the Cre oles of Lou i si -
ana were pre dom i nantly of French,
Ger man and Span ish de scent. These
fam i lies, whose par ents and grand -
par ents had set tled in New Or leans
and the sur round ing ar eas of South
Lou i si ana were all Ro man Cath o lic.
Their re li gion was wo ven deeply into
the fab ric of their daily lives. On Sun -
days, bug gies were full of fam i lies
mak ing their way to the var i ous
Cath o lic Par ish Churches to at tend
Mass. Im ages of Je sus, Mary, St. Jo -
seph and the other Saints were as
much a part of the dec o ra tions of
these homes as the pic tures of fam ily
mem bers. A Prie Dieu was vis i ble in
ev ery bed room. Morn ing, eve ning,
and be fore meal prayers, ro sa ries and
holy can dles also made up the

pat terns of daily life in these homes.
In the city and on the plan ta tion,
these cus toms were de voutly fol -
lowed.

In death as in life, these Cath o lic
fam i lies of old Lou i si ana prac ticed
cus toms and rit u als that were fol -
lowed for gen er a tions by their an ces -
tors. Of course with the much shorter 
life ex pec tancy of those days, fam ily
mem bers were in mourn ing a con sid -
er able amount of their life. A widow
would be in deep mourn ing for a
whole year. Black gar ments were re -
quired at all times. Black dress of a re -
flec tive na ture could be worn but
only af ter the first six months. Chil -
dren and ser vants were also re quired
to dress the part.   

— con tin ued, page 3

SOC will be pre sent ing our fi nal lec ture of 2007 on Tues day morn ing,
Oc to ber 23rd.  In an tic i pa tion of All Saints Day in No vem ber, we have cho -
sen a slightly dif fer ent for mat for our fi nal pro gram, which we know you
will en joy.  At 8:30 AM, a coach will de part from Lake Lawn Metairie Fu -
neral Home and Cem e ter ies, 5100 Pontchartrain Blvd., to bring guests to
St. Jo seph Plan ta tion in Vacherie, Lou i si ana.  Upon ar rival, his to rian Ann
Masson will pres ent a lec ture on 19th Cen tury Mourn ing in Lou i si ana, fea -
tur ing some of the in ter est ing mourn ing jew elry and at tire she has col -
lected.  At ten dees will then be guided on a Mourn ing Tour of the plan ta -
tion.  Fol low ing the tour, lunch will be served.  The coach will re turn to New 
Or leans by 3:00 PM.  

Mourning Tour of St. Joseph Plantation
 Lecture by Ann Masson on 19th Century Mourning in Louisiana

Tuesday, October 23
8:30 AM – 3:00 PM

Reservations must be made and paid by Thursday, October 18th -
$35 for SOC members, $40 for non-member includes the lecture,

tour, lunch and round trip transportation.
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Holy Days were also very im por -
tant and No vem ber 1st, All Saints’ Day, 
(La Toussant), was one of the most cel -
e brated Holy Days of the year. Weeks
be fore, fam ily tombs were cleaned, re -
paired, and white-washed in prep a ra -
tion of this much an tic i pated an nual
event. 

On All Saints’ Day, whole fam i lies
could be seen vis it ing their fam ily
tombs. Fam i lies and friends vis ited
with the liv ing as well as paid re spects
to the de parted. This cus tom, al -
though mod i fied some what by mod -
ern life, is still very strong in South
Lou i si ana to day. 

The plan ta tion home will be
dressed in “deep mourn ing”. Black
crepe drape and wreath will adorn the
front doors. Pi anos and or gan will be
closed and mir rors will be cov ered.

Each room of the plan ta tion home
will be dec o rated ac cord ing to the pre -
scribed cus toms.

In cor po rated into the reg u lar
house tour, St. Jo seph Plan ta tion fam -
ily mem bers and friends will ex plain
the old cus toms and rit u als, which are
all so very im por tant in un der stand ing 
the rich his tory and cul ture of Old
Creole Lou i si ana and should not be
for got ten. 

Mourning  (continued from page 2)

Prom is ing to be even big ger and
better than ever, the sixth an nual A
Run Through His tory will breeze
through his toric Metairie Cem e tery
on Sunday, Nov. 4, 2007. Thou sands
of run ners and walk ers will once
again en joy their jour ney through the
fa mous land mark cem e tery course.

The an nual race is hosted by the
New Or leans Track Club and Lake
Lawn Metairie Fu neral Home and
Cem e ter ies. It is open to walk ers and
run ners and ben e fits Save Our Cem e -
ter ies, Inc. Benny Maygarden will
pro vide mu si cal en ter tain ment, and
WWL-TV’s Bill Capo will serve as
mas ter of ceremonies.

The one-mile run/walk be gins at
8:30 a.m. fol lowed by the 5K race at 9
a.m. En try fees are $18 for NOTC
mem bers and $20 for non-mem bers
who reg is ter by Oct. 29; $10 for
youths aged 15 and un der who reg is -
ter by Oct. 29. En try fees af ter Oct. 29
are $25 for adult en trants and $15 for
youths. A $20 no-T-shirt reg is tra tion
fee is avail able on race day.

Af ter the race, area res tau rants and 
busi nesses will sat isfy par tic i pants’
hun ger and quench their thirst with a
wide va ri ety of scrump tious food and
drinks. In ad di tion, for a min i mal do -
na tion, Save Our Cem e ter ies vol un -
teers will share their love of cem e tery
his tory by lead ing guided walk ing
tours through se lect ar eas of the re -
nowned cem e tery. All proceeds will
benefit SOC.

For more in for ma tion, call the
NOTC at 504-467-8626 or visit the
NOTC Web site at
www.runNOTC.org.

Call for Volunteers

Save Our Cemeteries has several
events planned for this fall and we

need your help. Volunteer
opportunities:

Saturday evening, October 20th
All Saints Soirée 

shifts between 6:30PM and
11:30PM

Thursday, November 1st 
All Saints’ Day

shifts between 9AM and 2PM

Sunday, November 4th 
A Run through History 5K

shifts between 8AM and 11AM

Friday, November 9th
Uncorked! . . A Taste of Canal Place
shifts between 6:30PM and 8:30PM

http://www.runNOTC.org
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Culinary History Tours of Metairie Cemetery

Join SOC for our newest tour! 

 Save Our Cem e ter ies has de vel oped a Cu li nary His tory 
Tour of Metairie Cem e tery in con junc tion with the New
Or leans Cu li nary and Cul tural Pres er va tion So ci ety.  The
one hour guided bus tour, will be held on Sunday, Oc to ber
7 and Sunday, Oc to ber 28 at 9:00 AM and 11:00 AM both
days.

The Cu li nary His tory Tour is an ex cit ing and unique
way to learn the suc cess sto ries and in spi ra tions be hind
New Or leans’ cu li nary stars like Ruth Fertel, Angelo
Brocato, Arnaud Casenave and the Brennan and Cope land 
fam i lies. Save Our Cem e ter ies vol un teer and li censed tour
guide, Joyce Cole, a fifth-gen er a tion New Orleanian, cre -
ated the tour and will be your guide.

What: Cu li nary His tory Tour of Metairie Cem e tery,
5100 Pontchartrain Blvd., New Or leans

When: Sunday, Oc to ber 7 and Sunday, Oc to ber 28
9:00 AM and 11:00 AM, both days

How:  Open to the gen eral pub lic, ad vanced res er -
va tions are re quired.  Cost of the tour is
$18.00 per per son.  For in for ma tion and res er -
va tions, call Save Our Cem e ter ies at
504-525-3377. 

This tour is spon sored in part by the New Or leans Cu li -
nary and Cul tural Pres er va tion So ci ety, which an nu ally
pro duces the Tales of the Cock tail fes ti val.  The tour was de vel oped to ed u cate the hos pi tal ity in dus try and gen eral pub lic 
about the prom i nent res tau rant pro pri etors and cu li nary in dus try pi o neers who are buried in this historic cemetery. 

The Tomb of Ruth Fertel of Ruth’s Chris Steak house

Sip and Shop with Save Our Cemeteries

November 9, 2007

Sip fine wines, sam ple de li cious food from New Or leans area res tau rants,
and shop for the hol i days at your fa vor ite stores.  Join Save Our Cem e ter ies
and mu si cal guests Charmaine Neville, Sharon Mar tin, Germaine Ba sil and
Tracy Chap man this hol i day sea son at Ca nal Place, 333 Ca nal Street, for the
5th an nual “Un corked! ...A Taste of Ca nal Place” fund raiser on Fri day, No -
vem ber 9, 2007 from 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM.  Pro ceeds from the event will sup -
port Save Our Cem e ter ies’ pres er va tion and res to ra tion pro jects in the his -
toric cem e ter ies. 

Call 504-522-9200 to pur chase tick ets: $25.00 in ad vance and $30.00 at
the door.  SOC mem bers re ceive a $5.00 dis count by call ing 504-525-3377.
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NOLA Warriors Exhibit
Steve Mar tin Fine Art, 604 Julia

Street, will be fea tur ing The NOLA
War rior se ries by Or lando, Florida art -
ist Lorraine Lax, a mixed me dia art ist
who in cor po rates her own pho tog ra -
phy into pro voc a tive, in tro spec tive
paint ings. A por tion of all pro ceeds
will be do nated to Save Our Cem e ter -
ies, the non-profit or ga ni za tion ded -
i cated to pro tect ing and pre serv ing
the his toric cem e ter ies of New Or -
leans.  

The ex hibit runs from No vem ber
1st, All Saints’ Day, through No vem ber
30th.  The open ing re cep tion will be
held on Sat ur day eve ning, No vem ber
3rd from 6 un til 9 PM.

Lorraine de vel oped the se ries from
her re cent jour ney through New Or -
leans’ his toric cem e ter ies in the af ter math of hur ri cane Ka trina. She was in -
spired by the need to ac knowl edge the city’s brave and spir ited peo ple by de -
pict ing pow er ful war rior-like fig ures who have emerged vic to ri ous in the face
of adversity. 

Please be sure to visit the ex hibit in No vem ber. For more in for ma tion, call
504-566-1390 or 988-595-8278.

Oc to ber 7 Cu li nary His tory Tour of Metairie Cem e tery, 9 and 
11 AM

Oc to ber 9 Ex ec u tive Com mit tee Meet ing, Noon

Oc to ber 20 All Saints’ Soirée Fundraiser

Oc to ber 23 Lec ture: 19th Cen tury Mourn ing Tra di tions

Oc to ber 28 Cu li nary His tory Tour of Metairie Cem e tery, 9 and 
11 AM

No vem ber 1 All Saints’ Day

No vem ber 4 A Run Through His tory 5K in Metairie Cem e tery
to ben e fit SOC

No vem ber 9 Un corked! . . . A Taste of Ca nal Place

In Memoriam

generous donations have
been made by

Mrs. Pauline Hardin
in memory of 

Mr. Robert J. Cote, Jr.

Mr. Edward C. Bonin
in memory of

Elliot Andrew Tycer

Mr. Edward C. Bonin & 
Mr. René Fransen

in memory of 
Mr. Robert J. Cote, Jr.

Mr. Lucien Gex
Mr. Lazard Goldblum

 Mrs. Frances Rizzo Vitale

Mrs. Elba Hickey
in memory of her husband

Eugene Hickey

DONATIONS
(from New Orleans unless

otherwise noted)
Ms. Linda Ackerman - 

Fairfield, CA
Ms. Patrice Joan Boyd

Mr. Michael Duplantier
Mr. and Mrs. William M. Gray
in honor of Mr. René Fransen

Mr. and Mrs. Adam Marcus
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Save Our Cemeteries is proud to honor these sustaining sponsors:

Ghostly Galavant

Wealth! Power! Pas sion! Blood -
shed! It’s the twen ti eth an ni ver sary
of the Friends of the Cabildo’s
Ghostly Galavant.  The ghosts at  St.
Louis #2 Cem e tery are dy ing to tell
you their sto ries.  Learn the se crets of 
Ma rie Laveau.  Lis ten to the Bar on ess 
Pontalba tell the tale of her un happy
mar riage.  Tours start at Jack son
Square where com fort able shut tle
buses will bring you to and from the
cem e tery. Tick ets are avail able at the
1850s House store on Jack son
Square, or in ad vance by phone
at 504-524-9118, also on the web at:
www.friendsofthecabildo.org

 Saturday, October 20th and
Sunday, October, 21st

10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Advance tickets for adults $15.00 
seniors $12.50

Day of event - adults $18.00 
seniors $15.00

GRACE KING AWARD

call for nominations - due November 19th

SOC is ac cept ing nom i na tions for the 2007 Grace King Award.  The award 
was es tab lished in 1985 and is given each year to an in di vid ual or or ga ni za -
tion that has made sig nif i cant con tri bu tions to the pres er va tion of New Or -
leans’ his toric cem e ter ies.  The award was named in honor of well known
New Or leans writer, Grace King (1852-1932). By found ing the So ci ety for
the Pres er va tion of An cient Tombs,  she was the first per son to work for cem -
e tery pres er va tion in New Or leans.  

The dead line is No vem ber 19th, 2007.  Please fax your nom i na tion form
to 525-6677, email to louise@saveourcemeteries.org  or mail to Save Our
Cem e ter ies, P. O. Box 58105, New Or leans, Lou i si ana  70158-8105.

 Be sure to in clude in for ma tion re gard ing how this per son has con trib -
uted to the cem e tery pres er va tion move ment this year.  For more in for ma -
tion, call 525-3377.  This award will be pre sented at the SOC an nual meet ing
in De cem ber.

NOMINEE:                                                                   PHONE:                                        

WHY IS THIS PERSON A GOOD CANDIDATE FOR THE GRACE KING
AWARD?                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

SUBMITTED BY:                                                             PHONE:                                     DATE:                    

Tour guides pose as Storyville Madam
Josie Arlington and Pho tog ra pher 

Er nest Bellocq

http://www.friendsofthecabildo.orgCTRL + Click to follow link
mailto:louise@saveourcemeteries.org
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Are you a SOC member?
Join us to day and en joy the ben e fits of mem ber ship which in clude re ceiv ing a one-year sub scrip tion to Lou i si -
ana Life quar terly mag a zine, our bi-monthly news let ter the SOCGram, free tour tick ets to La fay ette Cem e tery
No. I, free ad mit tance for all SOC lec tures, a list ing in the SOCGram, and in vi ta tions to our an nual meet ing
and to all SOC events.

Name

Ad dress 

City State Zip Phone

Cem e tery/Cem e ter ies of in ter est:

Please se lect your mem ber ship level:

❒ $25 Student/Associate (out of the Greater New Orleans area)

❒ $35 Individual 1 tour ticket, lecture admittance for 1

❒ $50 Family 2 tour tickets, lecture admittance for 2

❒ $80 Protector 3 tour tickets, lecture admittance for 3

❒ $150 Preserver 4 tour tickets, lecture admittance for 4

❒ $500 Restorer 4 tour tickets, lecture admittance for 4, 2 tickets to annual fundraiser

❒ $1,000 Conservator 4 tour tickets, lecture admittance for 4, 4 tickets to annual fundraiser

❒ $40 Non-Profit /Associate Organizations

Please mark your vol un teer in ter est(s):

❒ Public Outreach

❒ Tour Guide/Training

❒ Research

❒ All Saints’ Soirée

❒ Photo Exhibit

❒ All Saints’ Day

❒ Clean-Up Day

❒ Telephone and Mailing


